Basic Jizo
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1. Begin with a square about 2 and 3/4 inches on a side (see diagrams above). Fold on the diagonal, and place with the folded edge down, open tips up.
2. Fold the front tip (A) down toward you to touch the bottom fold (this will make the bib).
3. Fold the back tip (B) about 1/3 rd of the way down away from you, toward the back of the Jizo (this makes the head).
4. Turn the model over. Look to see where the midline is – or mark it with a fold. 
5. Fold each side flap to the middle line, so that line (GC) meets line (HD).
6. You'll have some extra "legs" on the bottom. Fold the extra flaps toward you along the bottom line. Then reverse-fold the flaps away from you and open up the model a little so you can tuck these "leg" flaps up inside the back of the Jizo. 
7. Turn the model over. Use a black pen to make a face and a red marker or crayon to color the bib red.
8. This Jizo can stand up by itself, or be strung with others in a chain (see instructions below).

Jizo with Neck
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1. & 2. Complete steps 1 & 2 of the Basic Jizo to make a bib.
3. Fold down only the very top of the "head." 
4. Complete steps 4 & 5 as in the Basic Jizo.
5. Turn over to front. Fold the entire "head" forward at the top of the bib.
6. Fold head back up. 
7. Crease and valley fold small triangles at the base of the head to make a "neck." 
8. Complete with face and colored bib as in the Basic Jizo.
Jizo with Rounded Bib
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1. Complete steps 1 & 2 as in the Basic Jizo.
2. Fold the pointed bottom edge of the bib under along line (LM). 
3. Fold points (L) and (M) under a little to make the shape more rounded. 
4. Finish as in the Basic Jizo steps 3-7. 
Jizo with Rounded Head
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1. Complete steps 1, 2 and 3 as in the Basic Jizo. 

2. Fold points (H) and (G) under a little to make the shape more rounded. 
3. Finish as in Basic Jizo steps 5-7.
Praying Jizo
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1. Make a Basic Jizo as above, with a triangular bib.
2. Fold the bib up on line (RS).
3. Pinch the bib to fold it either up in the middle as in figure 3 OR you can ...
4. ... pinch it down in the middle as in figure 4 to make praying "hands" (gassho in Japanese) as shown. 
5. You can color the bib underneath the praying hands red if you wish.
Jizo with Hat
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1. Make a Basic Jizo, steps 1 & 2. Instead of folding the top of the head to the back, fold it forward and to the right across the top of the head to make a cap. Fold the tip of the hat behind the head to keep the hat on.
2. Use a marker or crayon to color the hat red. 

Cutting the Squares
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1. Use ordinary 8 ½ by 11 inch copier or typing paper, not too thick to fold easily. 
2. Fold the sheet of paper in thirds with the folds running the long way.
3. Cut on the folds to make three long strips, each about 2 3/4 by 11 inches.
4. Fold the end of a strip up to be flush with the top edge, to make a square as shown. Cut off the square. Repeat to make more squares — four per strip of paper.
Note: You'll get twelve squares and thus twelve Jizos out of each sheet of paper. If the paper is not folded in exact thirds, you might only get three squares out of each strip. That’s OK.
